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REDISCOVERING THF iRISH PROGRESSIV I:.
FPRESBYTEREIAN TRADITION

" PROFILES OF 300 PROGRESSIVE PRESEYTERIANS OVER
FOUR CENTURIES
»

Did you ever see mushrooms in a dunghill? Then you have seen what our new race of
lords and earis resem¥sia. They have rotten roois, filmsy stems and spungy heads. IAMES
PORTER

0 what a happy country we had before men turned their thoughts to thinking! Cathclics
thought of nothing but just getting leave to live, and working for their meat; Presbyterians
thought of nothing but wrang'ing about religion and grumbling about their Tythes; and
Protéstants thought of nothing but doing and saying what their betters bid them ... 0 ow
times are changed, and all for the woise! JAMES PORTER

As apeople, we were excluded from any share in framing i%ie ksws by which we wre gov-
erned. The higher ranks Gn which there nevei was, nor never will be a majorfiy ri hon-
est-principled men) userped the sxciusive exercise of the privilege, as well as many
other rights. by force, frawd and fiction. By force the poor were subdued, and dispos-
sessed of their interests in the soil; by fiction the titles of the spoilers were established;
and by fraud on the pretuctve industry of fiuture generations, the mﬂ!umm
tinued. JEMMY HOPE

Never were partiality and injustice more conspicuous on earth than they had been in the
land of our nativity ... Net a small part, but three-fourths of its inhabitants, the great bory
of the people, have been ieduced to the most abject and humiliating servitude, exclu-.ed
from every office, honour or trust and emolument of the state. WILLIAM STEEL DICKSON

ROGER COURTNEY



he stereotypical belief that there are two religions in Ireland, Catholic and

Protestant, whose highly-charged fault lines have led to confrontation, fear and

misunderstanding, has ignored the strong, vibrant and often courageous dissenting
tradition. This book is a long overdue account of the lives of some 300 Presbyterians who
over the last 400 years have exemplified many of the admirable characteristics of that
tradition.

The early days of their persecution, principally by the Established (Protestant!) Church,
did not deflect from their independent thinking, their respect for the practice of other
religions and basic humanitarianism. In the eighteenth century, their emphasis on the value
of education gave them the ability to articulate their views. It also equipped their migration
across the Atlantic and their intellectual and practical contribution to the establishment of
the world’s first democracy.

The leadership role of radical Presbyterians in the formation and development of the
Society of United Irishmen, with its inbuilt respect for their Catholic ‘brethren; re-emerged
in the following century. And their involvement in the tenant-right campaign, the revival
of the Irish language, and the rise of the labour and trade union movements continued
their libertarian ideals. In the recent past they have been foremost among those who have
taken a courageous stand in the ongoing, often faltering, peace and reconciliation process.

The lives charted in this book are about more than just the contribution of fascinating
individuals to our history; they also amply demonstrate the integrity and conviction of
those ‘dissenting voices’.

Name Paperback
ISBN: 978-909556-06-5
Address Extent: 430pp

Dimensions: 156mm x 234mm
Price: £14.99/€19.99

Postcode
E-mail
I would like to order copies at £14.99/€19.99 each, and either:
Enclose achequefor£  made out to Ulster Historical Foundation, or

Request you to charge my credit/charge card with details:

caranvunber | | | [ JL L L LTI
Expiry date I:I:l I:I:l Last 3 digits on rear of card I:I:I:l

Signature Date

ULSTER HISTORICAL FOUNDATION www.ancestryireland.com

49 Malone Road www.booksireland.org.uk

Belfast, BT9 6RY www.facebook.com/ UlsterHistoricalFoundation
Charity Ref. No. Xn 48460 Twitter: @Ulster History

——



