
REFRESHMENTS

RSVP

ULSTER HISTORICAL FOUNDATION

Cotton Court 30-42 Waring Street Belfast BT1 2ED

TEL: 02890 332288 EMAIL: enquiry@uhf.org.uk

at 6.00 p.m. on Thursday, 29 November 2007

in McHugh’s Bar, Queen’s Square, Belfast

The Belfast Natural History and Philosophical Society
request the pleasure of your company

at the launch of

EARLY
BELFAST
The origins and growth

of an Ulster town to 1750

RAYMOND GILLESPIE



For most people, nineteenth-century Belfast is the
very essence of an industrial city, boasting as it did by

1900 the world’s largest spinning mill, the most

productive shipyard, the biggest ropeworks and

tobacco factory. This book looks beyond that world to

reveal an earlier Belfast where the foundations for its

later industrial prowess were laid. It charts the town’s

remarkable growth from site to city, from the first

mentions of it as long ago as the seventh century

through to the 13th-century Anglo-Norman settlement

and Gaelic revival, to the Plantation town of the

seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. It re-traces not

only the development of the early streets, and their

names, but also the lives of those who walked and lived

in them. In doing so it recreates something of the

thriving commercial settlement and port that came

increasingly to dominate the life of the region it served – Ulster – in the seventeenth and

eighteenth centuries.

Using a unique series of maps, together with archaeological and documentary evidence

that has been expertly pieced together, the book revolutionises our understanding of this,

the most Ulster of towns, before the coming of industrialisation. Just as importantly,

it reminds us that Belfast has always had, in the poet Derek Mahon’s lyrical phrase,

a ‘hill at the top of every street’.

200 PP; illustrated; paperback ISBN 978-1-903688-72-4 £9.99 c14.99

ORDER FORM

I wish to purchase copy/ies of Early Belfast price £9.99 UK pounds/c14.99. The price
includes P&P within UK and Ireland.

NAME

ADDRESS

EMAIL

ULSTER HISTORICAL FOUNDATION
UNIT 7, COTTON COURT, BELFAST BT1 2ED

TEL: +44 (0)28 9033 2288 FAX: +44 (0)28 9023 9885

WEB: www.ancestryireland.com

OR www.booksireland.org.uk
E-mail: enquiry@uhf.org.uk Charity No. XN48460

PAYMENT DETAILS

Please debit my MasterCard/Visa/American Express
for copy/ies of Early Belfast. Or find enclosed a
cheque for £ UK pounds/ Euro payable to
ULSTER HISTORICAL FOUNDATION for the full amount.
Cheque amounts should be in pounds sterling or the
equivalent value if paying in Euro, US dollars or other
currencies.

CARD NUMBER

SECURITY NUMBER

EXPIRY DATE

SIGNATURE


