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F
ollowing the highly successful, Linen Houses of the Lagan

Valley (2002), this second volume is a study of the houses of

the Ulster linen magnates found along the length of the Upper

Bann Valley. The area covered is considerable – from

Annsborough, Co. Down to Cookstown, Co. Tyrone.

Many of the linen merchants’ houses around the River Bann

still survive despite the demise of the linen industry, and these

give an indication of the lifestyles of their families in the

eighteenth, nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Represented are

the works of some of Ireland’s most notable architects, Thomas

Turner and Thomas Jackson, as well as the Scottish architect

William Spence of Glasgow.

Included in this study are the more distinguished residences

notable for their historical connections to the linen families and

their architectural detail. Sadly, some of the houses have already

been lost, but efforts have been made to recover old photographs to record a past era. This

hardback book is lavishly illustrated with photographs, maps and drawings; a substantial

number are colour plates.

This work is a valuable source for historians of the linen industry in Ulster, as well as for

local historians and genealogists. It includes a wealth of information, much of it from the

families themselves and that has never been published before, all making this book attractive

to the general reader. Most importantly, it will contribute to the study of Irish architectural

history, placing on permanent record details of the built heritage of Ulster’s linen

houses, which in some instances are not recorded anywhere else.

280 PP hardback ISBN: 978-1-903688-70-0
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