
By the late nineteenth century Belfast had

developed into one of the great industrial cities in

the British Isles. Much of this new found wealth was

based on the manufacture of linen. The opulent

lifestyle that came to be so characteristic of the great

linen barons is reflected perhaps best of all in the

houses they built. Many travelled from their

imposing mansions in south east County Antrim,

and in north County Down on the new railways

which converged on Belfast. Others, particularly

bleachers, lived in equally resplendent houses near

the linen works they had already established,

particularly on the Six Mile Water, and on the River

Maine in County Antrim. Significant linen

spinning mills existed in Comber, County Down,

and Mossley, County Antrim, where their owners

lived adjacent to their works. This book provides an

illustrated and informed commentary on the major

linen families and their magnificent houses in

County Antrim and north County Down. The

images – exterior views of the actual houses, interior

scenes of the stately rooms and portraits of their

owners, many selected from private collections of

the families themselves – present tantalising and

poignant glimpses of a bygone age, when Belfast was

justifiably known as ‘Linenopolis’.
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The River Bann is the longest river in Northern Ireland, flowing

for eighty miles from the Mourne Mountains and eventually

entering the sea north of Coleraine. The water power of the

River Bann was a significant factor leading to the early

establishment of the linen industry in the rich farmland around

Banbridge and Gilford. Portadown also had a considerable linen

industry, along with the famed excellence of early hand loom

weaving around Lurgan. Many of the linen barons lived in

resplendent houses near the linen works they had already

established close to the River Bann. This book provides an

illustrated and informed commentary on the major linen

families and the magnificent houses they lived in along the

Bann Valley in the eighteenth, nineteenth and twentieth

centuries. The images – exterior views of the actual houses,

interior scenes of the stately rooms and portraits of their owners,

many selected from private collections of the families themselves

– present tantalising and poignant glimpses of a bygone age.

FORMAT: Hardback ISBN: 978-1-903688-68-7

EXTENT: 280pp DUE: 01 October 2012

PRICE (UNTIL 30 SEPTEMBER 2012): £21.99

PRICE (FROM 01 OCTOBER 2012): £24.99

Order Form

Title(s) Quantity         Price (£)         Postage         Total

Linen Houses of County Antrim and North County Down

Linen Houses of the Bann Valley (reprint)

Order both titles before 30 September 2012 for £40.00

Customer Details TOTAL ORDER

Name

Address

Email

Postage*

Payment (return with payment to adress below)

Cheque Make payable to Ulster Historical Foundation. If in

a currency other than UK pounds sterling, please add an addi-

tional $7.50 (or equivalent) to cover the cost of conversion.

Credit Card Please debit my American Express/Diners

Club/Visa/Mastercard.

Expiry Date Check Digits

Date Amount £

Signature

Return to: 

Ulster Historical Foundation, 

49 Malone Road, Belfast, BT9 6RY   

Tel: +44(0)28 9066 1988   

E-mail: enquiry@uhf.org.uk

www. booksireland.org.uk

Item UK Rep. of Ire. Europe Rest of World

First book £3.20 £3.50/€4.20 £4.00/€4.80 £5.15/$8.15

subsequent
books

£1.75 £2.00/€2.50 £2.50/€3.00 £3.00/$4.75

Hist. Irish Parl
(6 vols)

£4.70 £5.50/€6.50 £5.65/€6.80 £6.65/$10.50

Clergy vols. £7.70 £8.50€10.20 £8.55€10.30 £7.70/$12.15

* All charges (books and postage) are made in UK pounds, 

US dollar and Euro prices are given for comparison only


