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In April we learned 

that Dr Jonathan 

Bardon passed away. 

This was a sad loss for 

everyone on the island 

of Ireland and much further afield with an interest 

in Irish history. Jonathan was one of the most 

respected, admired and capable of Irish historians. 

Jonathan had the ability to convey complex issues 

or events in clear, articulate language. His writing 

style was engaging, fluent and highly readable: 

presenting the drama, tragedy and insights into 

Irish history with exceptional skill. Jonathan’s was a 

remarkable gift that was not surpassed and his work 

has benefitted so many people interested in the 

history of this place.   

As a small tribute to Dr Bardon, the Foundation would like 

to produce a new edition of one of his lesser known, but still 

highly regarded, works. Around 1992 Jonathan turned his 

attention to place names and the result was a short but 

incredibly accessible, fascinating and broad-ranging guide. 

Originally published as Investigating Place Names in Ulster, and 

subsequently reprinted as Place Names in the North of Ireland 

this guide is a superb introduction and essential reading for 

anyone making a foray into the origins of the place names of 

Ulster. 

Irish language activist and director of the ULTACH Trust 

Aodán Mac Póilin (regrettably also deceased) wrote in his 

collected essays Our Tangled Speech, ‘The Irish language named 

the landscape and if you know the language, the landscape talks 

back’. Undoubtedly a large majority of our place names in Ulster 

derive from Gaelic, in this fascinating study the author also 

explains the derivation of common Ulster place names from 

Viking, Anglo-Norman, English and Scottish roots, placing 
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them in the context of Ulster history, for example, from the 

Elizabethan conquest or the Ulster Plantation.  

As well as demonstrating the origins of Gaelic place names 

from ancient kingdoms and peoples, physical features, the 

built environment such as ring forts and castles, religion and 

the Irish church, the guide expands to explain root words 

employed in townlands, towns and Irish land divisions, and 

shows how the new settlers, especially the landowners had 

an impact on Ulster place names. There is also a section 

explaining how these myriad influences impacted our street 

names, with Belfast used as an example to demonstrate this 

process in action historically. 

Investigation of our place names is an enjoyable and 

rewarding investigation of our past. Prehistoric sites, early 

Irish society, past and present landscapes are all there to be 

discovered. This book provides a guide to the interpretation 

of place names in Ulster, gives historical background and 

explains the origins of many of our place names. Place Names 

in Ulster is a doorway into a hugely interesting and 

fascinating subject exploring the richness of our heritage of 

place names and how these reveal so much about our 

landscape, people, flora and fauna, and so much else. The 

guide is a practical research tool that will aid researchers, 

novices and the more experienced alike, especially those 

interested in family and local history.  

Ulster Historical Foundation is pleased to announce the 
forthcoming publication of a new edition of Jonathan Bardon’s 

Place Names in Ulster. 

We would like to invite you to subscribe to this new 
publication.



NEW EDITION DETAILS 

This new edition will include an Introduction by Dr Kay Muhr of the 

Northern Ireland Place-Name Project and will be reproduced in full colour 

with new cover design and introduces some additional material of value for 

scholars and researchers who wish to immerse themselves further in this subject. 

FORMAT: Paperback, full colour production 

EXTENT: 48 pp  

DIMENSIONS: 297mm x 210 mm (A4) 

ISBN: 978-1-909556-87-4 

SUBSCRIPTION OFFER: £4.99 plus P&P (RRP £6.99)

TO ORDER ONLINE (OR TO SUBSCRIBE BY 31 October GO TO: 

www.booksireland.org.uk/store/all-departments/place-names-in-ulster 

SUBSCRIPTION OFFER UNTIL 31 OCTOBER 2020  

We invite you to subscribe to this major new work. You can support the project by being a Patron, Donor or 

Subscriber, and filling in the form below, using CAPITAL LETTERS ONLY. Please ensure that you PRINT 

YOUR NAME VERY CLEARLY and EXACTLY and as you will wish it to be printed in the List of Subscribers. 

Your subscription will help us realise the objective of ensuring Dr Bardon’s work can continue to educate and 

benefit future generations of researchers, and will, we hope, be a small tribute to Jonathan’s remarkable 

contribution to the study of the history of the province of Ulster.

SUBSCRIBER  
For only £4.99 plus P&P† subscribers will have their names printed in 

a special list in the book; and be the first to have their copies 

despatched on the day of publication.  

(† Note local subscribers can collect their copies in person from the Foundation’s 

offices and thus save on P&P charges.) We will ask anyone opting to collect their 

copy in person from the Foundation’s offices to follow the guidance regarding social 

distancing made necessary by the ongoing Covid 19 situation.

Patron 

For contributions of £50 or more.

Donor  

For contributions of £25 or more.

SUBSCRIBER ORDER FORM

PAYMENT DETAILS FORM

Print your name exactly as you wish it to appear in the List of Subscribers using CAPITAL LETTERS ONLY

I wish to subscribe to this offer as:          Patron (£250+)             Donor (£100+)             Subscriber (£24.99+)

Please reserve   copies of Place Names in Ulster 

NAME 

ADDRESS

Amount (£) 

Signature

EMAIL

Return to:  
Ulster Historical Foundation, Bradley Thallon House, 
44D Belfast Road,  
Kiltonga Estate, Ballycullen, Newtownards,  
Co. Down, BT23 4TJ Northern Ireland 

CHEQUE 

Make payable to Ulster Historical Foundation.  If in a currency 

other than UK pounds sterling, please add an additional 

US$7.50 (or equivalent) to cover costs of conversion. 

CREDIT CARD 

Please debit my American Express/Maestro/Visa/Mastercard 

Valid from Expiry dateM M M M Y YY Y

Security No. Issue No. 

Maestro card onlyLast 3 digits on reverse of card

Date

POSTAGE*

UK £4.10 £1.50

£2.00/€2.25

£2.00/$2.75£10/$12.99

£7.50/€8.50Europe

Rest of World

* Note: All charges (books and postage) are made in UK 
pounds sterling. US dollar and Euro prices are given for 
comparison purposes only
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