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The Foundation is an educational non-profit organisation. Our aim is 
to encourage an interest in the history of the province of Ulster; 
promote a positive image of Northern Ireland overseas; strengthen 
the links between Ireland and those of Ulster descent; broaden access 
to historical documents and records for Irish and Scots-Irish 
genealogy; and to inspire pride in our heritage and culture. 

Our membership association – called the Ulster Historical and 
Genealogical Guild – enables friends and supporters to belong to a 
growing body of like-minded individuals interested in family history, 
developing a lasting connection to Ulster and Ireland, and which 
brings people together from all over the world in their quest to 
discover Irish and Scots-Irish Ancestors. 

Ulster Historical Foundation is entirely self-funded. We depend on 
the support of our customers and members to continue to provide 
the range of services that we offer. 

Founded in 1956, the Ulster 
Historical Foundation is one of 

the principal genealogical 
research agencies in Ireland and a 
leading publisher of quality 
historical and genealogical books.
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Kevin Keenan, Guild Secretary, scanning church 
registers as part of our digitisation programme.
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Newgrange passage tomb, Brú na Bóinne, Co. Meath 
(June, 2022)



Meet the speakers 4 

North American lecture tours 5 

Meet our hosts 7 

USA lecture tour itinerary, March 2023 9 

Researching Irish and Scots-Irish ancestors 11 

Useful addresses (including main archives) 35 

Maps of Ireland and parish maps for  

     counties in Ulster                                          44 

Historical timeline 57 

Recommended reading 60

THE FOUNDATION’S SERVICES  

Genealogical and historical research  

     services                                                   62 

Irish Genealogical Essentials –  

     online courses and modules                63 

Family history conferences                        65 

Ulster Genealogical and Historical Guild  67

Headstone in Forest Hill Cemetery, 
Derry, New Hampshire 

Contents 



GILLIAN HUNT is Research Officer 
with the Ulster Historical Foundation 
and manages the Foundation’s 
many genealogical activities. She 
teaches genealogy classes across 
Northern Ireland and has spoken in 
Britain, Ireland, Australia, New 
Zealand and North America, co-
presenting our annual North 
American lecture tours since 2014.

Meet the speakers

FINTAN MULLAN has been 
Executive Director of the Ulster 
Historical Foundation since 2001. He 
has extensive experience in Irish 
family history research and 
publishing, hosting genealogy 
conferences, courses and events, 
and is a regular international 
speaker on Irish genealogy.
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Ulster Historical Foundation has been 
bringing its historical research expertise 

and knowledge of Irish archives to North 
America since 1979, delivering Irish and 
Scots-Irish genealogy programmes through 
our annual lecture tours. 

The Foundation is the only Irish historical 
research organisation undertaking regular and 
extensive family history lecture tours overseas 
(mainly USA and Canada but also Australia, New 
Zealand and in Britain). The presenters are from 
one of Ireland’s foremost genealogy research 
organisations and one of the few agencies 
within the British Isles to travel regularly to 
share its knowledge, skills and enthusiasm for 
Irish archives with American and Canadian 
audiences.  

North American  
lecture tours

Gillian Hunt (third right) with Eileen Pironti, Melanie McComb, and 
Ginevra Morse from the New England Historic Genealogical Society 
(NEHGS) at a joint programme in Manchester NH, October 2018

Our workshops are in-depth and highly educational 
programmes. Offering full-day and half-day or 
evening programmes, the speakers deliver 
presentations on a wide-range of Irish historical 
and genealogical subjects. The seminars provide 
very practical and detailed information on how to 
trace your Irish and Scots-Irish ancestors.

Executive Director, Fintan Mullan, Williamsburg VA, 
March 2015
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The sessions help the beginner and the 
seasoned genealogist alike: from the basics 

(for those new to Irish genealogy) to guidance 
and research tips on utilising obscure and 
unusual archival sources for 17th- and 18th- 
century research. Moreover our programmes are 
of value to researchers, no matter where your 
ancestors originate on the island of Ireland. 

Gillian presents 
a ‘Causeway 
tartan’ tie to 
door-prize 
winner,  
Memphis TN, 
March 2014

Fintan, Omaha NE, 
March 2018 

These expert sessions demonstrate how to get the most out of Irish 
resources and records, provide strategies for breaking down brick 
walls, and provide important historical context that may help fill in 
gaps in your research. The programmes include ‘Solving your brick-
walls’ – a practical internet tutorial where the speakers use online 
resources and their local knowledge to offer participants tips and 
specific advice about their personal research interests. 

Check out our website to see our full tour schedule at: 
https://www.ancestryireland.com/usa-lecture-tour-2023/ 

If you belong to a group that would like to invite the Foundation to 
deliver a genealogical research programme in your area, please 
contact the Executive Director, Fintan Mullan, at: 
enquiry@uhf.org.uk 

All of our events are open to the general public as well as members 
of the host organisations. Our staff are happy to travel to any 
location where we are invited to speak and can offer a wide range 
of lectures which we tailor to suit a group’s specific needs or 
interests.
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Meet our hosts 
 

The Foundation’s lecture tours in North America would not 
be possible without the support of our hosts. By inviting 

our staff to deliver programmes in their locality the 
organisations we work with – genealogical and historical 
societies, public and specialist libraries, churches, Irish and 
Scots-Irish groups, even interested private citizens who are 
friends of the Foundation – are to be congratulated for 
encouraging interest in Irish and Scots-Irish family history 
amongst their members and users. We wish to thank them 
for supporting the Foundation’s outreach work.  

 
In 2023 our hosts include:

Jan Clizer Painting  
www.janclizerpainting.com

New England Historic Genealogical Society in partnership 
with TIARA 
https://www.americanancestors.org/

Fréamh Éireann Genealogy Group & Féile Inc. 
https://gaconline.org/

New York Genealogical and Biographical Society and Ulster 
Historical Foundation 
https://www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/

Michigan City Public Library 
https://www.mclib.org/

Midwest Genealogy Center and the Mid-Continent Public Library  
https://www.mymcpl.org/ 
https://www.mymcpl.org/genealogy
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Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania 

https://genpa.org/

Heinz History Center and the Westmoreland County Historical Society  

https://www.heinzhistorycenter.org/ 
https://westmorelandhistory.org/

Thomas Balch Library  

https://www.leesburgva.gov/departments/thomas-balch-library

British Isles Family History Society of Greater Ottawa (BIFHSGO) 

https://www.bifhsgo.ca/

British Columbia Genealogical Society  

https://www.bcgs.ca/

The Wisconsin Historical Society 
https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/

The Filson Historical Society 

https://filsonhistorical.org/

Jackson Purchase Historical Society 

https://jacksonpurchasehistory.org/
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Note: † = a ‘hybrid event’. ‘Hybrid’ means a mix of in-person attendees at a 
physical location and virtual participants joining via the Internet.  
 
Whilst every effort is being made to ensure these workshops go ahead, we are 
aware that COVID might disrupt plans for in-person attendance. If it becomes 
necessary where we can we will try to ensure that the programmes can go ahead 
as virtual events. 
 
Thursday, 09 March 2023 – Post Falls/Coeur d’Alene ID 
(9:00am–4:00pm) 
Host: Jan Clizer Painting & Ulster Historical Foundation 
Web: ww.ancestryireland.com/2023-coeur 
 
Saturday, 11 March 2023 – Boston MA (9:00am–4:30pm) 
Host: New England Historic Genealogical Society in partnership with 
TIARA 
Web: https://www.americanancestors.org/events/finding-your-ancestors-
irish-church-records 
 
Sunday, 12 March 2023 – Fairfield, CT (10:00am–2:00pm) 
Host: Fréamh Éireann Genealogy Group & Féile Inc. 
Web: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/533821904687 
 
Monday, 13 March 2023 – New York City (10:00am–4:00pm) 
Host: New York Genealogical and Biographical Society and Ulster 
Historical Foundation 
Web: https://www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/events/irish-records-
resources-and-genealogy-ulster-historical-foundation 
 
Tuesday, 14 March 2023 – Michigan City IN (9:30am–4:00pm) 
Host: Michigan City Public Library 
Web: https://www.mclib.org/event/ulster-foundation-genealogy-
workshop/ 
 
Thursday, 16 March 2023 – Independence MO 
(3:00pm–7:00pm) 
Host: Midwest Genealogy Center and the Mid-Continent Public Library 
Web: https://www.mymcpl.org/events/84561/researching-your-irish-and-
scots-irish-ancestors-ulster-historical-foundation 

USA lecture tour itinerary 
11 and 18 February and 9–25 March 2023 



Saturday, 18 March 2023 – Madison WI (9:00am–4:00pm) 
Host: The Wisconsin Historical Society 
Web: https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Event/EV8822 
 
Monday, 20 March 2023 – Louisville, KY (9:00am–1:00pm) 
Host: The Filson Historical Society 
Web: https://filsonhistorical.org/events/upcoming-events/ 
 
Tuesday, 21 March 2023 – Pittsburgh PA (10:00am–3:30pm) 
Host: Heinz History Center and the Westmoreland County Historical 
Society 
Web: https://heinzhistorycenter.salsalabs.org/irish-genealogy-
workshop-2023/index.html 
 
Wednesday, 22 March 2023 – Leesburg VA (10:0am–4:00pm) 
Host: Thomas Balch Library  
Web: 
https://www.leesburgva.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/34061/
21?curm=3&cury=2023 
 
Thursday, 23 March 2023 – Jackson Purchase Historical Society, 
Mayfield KY (1pm–5:00pm) 
Host: Jackson Purchase Historical Society 
Web: https://jacksonpurchasehistory.org/2023/02/14/genealogy-
workshop-set-for-march-23rd-at-the-graves-county-public-library/ 
 
Saturday, 25 March 2023 – Ottawa ON (9:00am–4:30pm, doors 
open 8.15am) 
Host: British Isles Family History Society of Greater Ottawa (BIFHSGO) 
Web: https://www.bifhsgo.ca/irish-research-day 
 
These events have already taken place 
 
Saturday, 11 February 2023 – Philadelphia PA (9:00am–4:00pm 
EST) – Virtual event 
Host: Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania 
Web: www.eventbrite.com/e/records-and-background-on-researching-
irish-and-scots-irish-tickets-507862599707 
 
Saturday, 18 February 2023 – Vancouver BC (9:30am–12:30pm 
PST) – Virtual event 
Host: British Columbia Genealogical Society 
Web: https://www.bcgs.ca/fintan-mullan-gillian-hunt-february-18-2023
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Adam Shanks, Waste Book, Journal 
and Ledger of a  clothing 
merchant, 1779–1780  
(PRONI, D820/1)
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Ulster Historical Foundation is one of the leading publishers 
on the island of Ireland and as far as production values are 

concerned, is second to none for the quality of its books. 

We have hundreds of Irish history and genealogy books and 
eBooks available on our bookstore: www.booksireland.org.uk 

Recommended reading 

We have created a special area of our online bookstore to list all of 
the books that were recommended or mentioned by the speakers, 
Gillian and Fintan, during the presentations. This will save 
participants from having to search for the titles individually on our 
website. Details of the recommended reading can be viewed here: 
https://www.booksireland.org.uk/store/recommended-
reading

They include the three key recommended titles:
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Plantation titles

And some other very helpful guides:
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Research Officer, Gillian Hunt, Ottawa ON, March 2018 © Dena Palamedes

Genealogical and historical research 
services 

Have you hit a brick wall in your family history research? 
Have you exhausted the different online avenues and 

need expert genealogical advice and assistance? 

Let us do the hard work for you! The Foundation offers 
expert genealogical advice through our comprehensive 
range of professional research services to assist you in your 
family history research. These include: 

• Personal face-to-face consultations –  
a consultation with a member of our experienced research 
team could save you a considerable amount of time and 
increase your chances of research success. 

• Initial research assessments – An initial assessment explores 
the feasibility of archival research by identifying sources of 
potential relevance for your family history. 

• In-depth archival research – Whether you are at the start of 
your family history journey or have been researching for years; 
utilising original sources in the archives we can provide a 
detailed report of your ancestral history. 

• Specific archival research – If you have 
specific research that you would like to 
have carried out, for example a particular 
Church register, we can do this research 
for you. 

• Document retrieval – If you need a 
specific record from our local archives, 
which you cannot access remotely 
yourself, we will find and copy it for you. 

‘I have just 
received your 
incredible 
report. I want 
to thank you 
for all your 
amazing 
research. You 
have not only 
done a 
wonderful 
report, you and 
your researchers 
(angels) have 
filled a huge 
hole in my 
mother’s heart 
and soul. We 
are so grateful 
to you all.’ 
Barbara McByrne, 
Irving, USA

‘I can honestly say that 
the Ulster Historical 
Foundation was the 
only organisation to 
make any progress in 
my family research.’ 
R. Main, USA 

For our full range of research services go to: 
www.ancestryireland.com/research-services/
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Prof. Sir George Bain 
(UHF Trustee) 
speaking at the 
ceremony to award 
course certificates, 
September 2017

Irish genealogy essentials 
Your Questions Answered 

The Foundation offers the most 
comprehensive Irish family history focused 
genealogy course available in the UK and 
Ireland. 

Our Irish Genealogy Essentials course embraces the unique 
nature of Irish family history research. It is ideal if you: 
 
    •   Have no experience with genealogy or family history 

    research 
    •   Have some experience with research, but want to 

    develop your skills and knowledge further 
    •   Consider yourself a more experienced genealogical 

    researcher who wants to learn new techniques and  
    lesser known sources.



Class of September 2018
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Our online Irish Genealogy Essentials course will help you get to 
grips with research techniques, archives and genealogical sources 
in Ireland; provide you with the information and skills to further 
explore your family history and help you find your elusive Irish and 
Scots-Irish ancestors. 

This course consists of: 

• 21 pre-recorded lectures on essential topics relating to Irish 
genealogical research (over 28 hours of content) 

• Four live “Q and A” sessions/Tutorials with the course lecturers 
(to be scheduled at different times to suit different time zones) 

• Downloadable lecture handouts and reading list 

The course will cover topics such as Irish land divisions; nineteenth 
and early twentieth century census returns; church records; civil 
records; Griffith’s Valuation; tithe applotment books; wills and 
testamentary papers; landed estate records; school registers; and 
of course information on the archives and libraries in Ireland; plus 
much more! 

Upcoming courses 

• 22 November 2022–17 January 2024 

64

For more information go to  
www.ancestryireland.com/irish-genealogy-essentials/online-course/



Running from 06 until 13 September 2023, this 
programme will include brand new tours to 

famous historic sites across the island of Ireland 
for those who love to travel and see the sights. 
Crucially, for the research enthusiast, you can if 
you choose to do so spend all your time 
researching in the archives of Belfast with the 
Foundation's team of researchers. Or 
alternatively, you can have a mix of the two 
(touring and researching), the choice is yours! 

The UHF library, Newtownards, Co. Down Cushendun, Co. Antrim
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Family history conferences 

Our classic 8-day conference programme 
returns in September 2023!

That is what makes a programme with 
the Foundation such a wonderfully 
enjoyable, exciting and educational 
experience.
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Knowth passage tomb, Brú na Bóinne, Co. Meath

Titanic Belfast, , Co. Down

By taking part in our September 2023 programme  
you will be able to: 

• Journey into the heart of County Down, travelling through 
unspoilt villages, visiting castles, abbeys, stately homes and 
breweries 

• Take a trip through Belfast, enjoying visits to Crumlin Road Gaol 
and the award-winning Titanic Belfast. 

• Journey into Ireland's pre-history with an extended visit 
through the Boyne Valley, heart of Ireland's "Ancient East". 

• Tour the Churches, Castles and Causeways of Ireland 

• Tour Armagh City, the ecclesiastical capital 
of Ireland 

• Learn more about the migration 
experiences of your ancestors 

• And much, much more! 

Assisted personal research, talks, tours and sightseeing are all part 
of the eclectic, friendly and fun mix of Tracing Your Irish Ancestors. 
Join us for the journey. We will be delighted to see you. 

Reserve your place now, with a deposit of only £350 (GBP) per 
person! 

www.ancestryireland.com/family-history-
conference/summer/ 
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The Giant’s Causeway, Co. Antrim

Our membership association, the 
Ulster Genealogical and Historical 

Guild, was established in 1978 to 
provide a forum for the Irish and Scots-
Irish genealogical community to share 
their knowledge with other researchers 
across the world.  

It is designed to give local and family 
historians access to a range of specialist 
resources and services that you will find 
invaluable in your quest to complete 
your research. Benefits of membership 
include:  

Publications 

Guild members receive two annual publications – Familia: Ulster 
Genealogical Review and the Directory of Irish Family History Research. 
Guild members are welcome, indeed encouraged, to make submissions 
for publication in Familia and the Directory.  

Share your research interests 

A key attraction of membership is to have your own research interests 
shared with other members through our annual Directory as well as on 
an online searchable database. Members can place up to six research 
interests for free, and include names, dates, locations and occupations.

St Patrick’s grave, Downpatrick, Co. Down
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Product discounts 

Guild members enjoy huge discounts on our products and services: 

•    At least 50% off all baptism/birth, marriage and death/burial 
records on www.ancestryireland.com. 

•    Free access to over 200 member-only databases, many 
covering all of Ireland; and free access to our research library in 
Belfast. 

•    Free access to over 50,000 gravestone inscriptions and to 
History of the Irish Parliament online. 

•   15% off the Foundation’s publications. 

•    Discounts on research consultations and initial assessments 
as well as privileged access to the Foundation’s research 
expertise. 

•    Discounted attendance at our family history courses.

Celebrate Ulster’s heritage:  
educational and social events 

Be part of and contribute to a vibrant 
Irish research community. The 
Foundation frequently holds local and 
international lecture tours, book 
launches and other functions. Your 
membership ensures that you are 
kept informed of all events. 
Celebrate Ulster’s connection with 
the wider world.  

Prices start from as little as 
UK£38/US$47/CAN$64 for  
one year’s membership. 

The online members’ area 
contains over 160 articles from 
previous issues of Familia 
1985–2020 and further 
articles on research and guides 
to sources.

Access to our members’ area at 
www.ancestryireland.com/membership

www.ancestryireland.com/membership
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cape town

toronto

new york

nashville

san francisco ireland
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Take the time this year to further explore your family history, gain 
a better understanding of the archives and genealogical sources 
in Ireland and find your elusive Irish and Scots-Irish ancestors. 

Our Irish Genealogy Essentials online modules offer everything 
you will need to know about specific aspects and topics in Irish
genealogy and provide you with the tools and information needed 
to further explore your family history.

Each module is priced at just £74.99 (£64.99 for Guild Members) 
and are available for immediate viewing and can be accessed from
the comfort of your own home!

Register now for 
the following modules:
• Introduction to Irish Genealogy
• Church Records in Ireland
• Irish Land Records
• Lesser Known Sources

www.ancestryireland.com

New – Irish Genealogy 
Essentials online modules

Introduction to Irish Genealogy

4 
Lecture 
Module Irish Land

Records

5
Lecture 
Module

Church
records 
in Ireland

4
Lecture 
Module
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Ulster Historical Foundation  
Bradley Thallon House 
Unit 44D, Kiltonga Estate,  
Belfast Road, Newtownards, Co. Down 
BT23 4TJ 

E-mail: enquiry@uhf.org.uk 
Web: www.ancestryireland.com 
Registered with The Charity Commission for 
Northern Ireland NIC100280

Downhill, Co. Londonderry

The Irish landed gentry when Cromwell came 
to Ireland, John O'Hart, 1887




